
 
November 19 -20, 2015 

AMC Building 
125 Charles AvenueSt. Paul, MN 55013 

 
“ONE MINNESOTA - RESPECT FOR ALL CULTURES” 

 
Thursday, November 19  
 
1:00 p.m. Welcome and Introductions 

Neal Gaalswyk and Rachel Nystrom, FUTURES Co-Chairs 
*In your 30 second introduction, we ask that every person share one thing they learned from the culture/community in 
which they were raised.   

 
2:00 p.m. “It’s About Effectiveness: The New Focus of Diversity and Inclusion Work” 

Presenter:  Sara Taylor – Founder and President of deepSEE Consulting 

Each FUTURES member will be taking the Intercultural Developmental Inventory prior to the meeting.   
Say “Diversity and Inclusion” and most leaders think representation and respectful workplace. Today’s D&I 
work moves beyond these areas to focus on achieving leadership and organizational high performance. This 
leading-edge approach provides a new perspective on D&I that helps us to move away from old methods of 
blame and shame to focus on effectiveness and greater success.  
 

3:00 p.m. Break 
 
3:15 p.m. Understanding Culture with Sara Taylor – continued 
 
4:15 p.m. A Case Example from Stearns County 

George Rindelaub and Mark Sizer 

What would you do as a commissioner or department head if a group of local taxpayers wanted more 
information on the cost of assisting refugees who have settled in your county?  Stearns County met this 
request head on with a presentation on September 22 where they outlined for an hour as many answers as 

they could about the topic of refugee program costs.  The county board asked for the discussion after a 
group of residents concerned about immigration policies questioned the cost of refugee resettlement to 
taxpayers. The result was an unprecedented volume of information on public assistance programs and 
refugees that county officials hope refuted the common misconceptions.  George and Mark will discuss how 
this request came about and the citizens’ response to the session. 

  
5:30 p.m. Dinner 
 
6:00 p.m. Learning from Minnesota Leaders 

Eric Schwartz, Dean, Humphrey School of Public Affairs 

Prior to his arrival in Minnesota, Eric Schwartz was U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Population, 
Refugees, and Migration, having been nominated by President Obama and confirmed by the U.S. Senate in 
2009. Working with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, he served as the Department of State’s principal 
humanitarian official, managing a $1.85 billion budget, as well as State Department policy and programs for 
U.S. refugee admissions and U.S. international assistance worldwide.  
 
From 2006 through 2009, Schwartz directed the Connect U.S. Fund, a multi-foundation – NGO collaborative 
seeking to promote responsible U.S. engagement overseas, and which included the Hewlett Foundation, the 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the Open Society Institute, the Ford Foundation, the Atlantic Philanthropies and 



 
the Mott Foundation.   From August 2005 through January 2007, he served as the UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan’s Deputy Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery.  In that capacity, he worked with the Special Envoy, 
former President Clinton, to promote an effective recovery effort. Before that appointment, Schwartz was a 
lead expert for the congressionally mandated Mitchell-Gingrich Task Force on UN Reform. Prior to that, in 
2003 and 2004, he served as the second-ranking official at the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights in Geneva. 

 
7:00 p.m. Adjourn 
 
Friday, November 20, 2015  
 
8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast 
 
8:15 a.m. Debrief the Evening Program 
 
8:30 a.m. “Somali Immigrants in Minnesota” 

Abdi Warsame, Minneapolis City Council 

Mr. Warsame became the first Somali-American elected to the Minneapolis city council and the first in the 
nation to win a municipal election. He was born in Somalia and grew up in Great Britain where he attained a 
BSc in Business and a Master’s Degree in International Business. We have asked Mr. Warsame to share his 
perspective on what life is like for Somalian immigrants in Minnesota.  We have heard about young Somali 
men being recruited to fight for ISIS and recent negative publicity in locating a mosque in the South Metro. 
What are the challenges for Somali immigrants and what can local government do to assist new immigrants 
to Minnesota? 

 
9:30 a.m. Break 
 
9:45 a.m. Reality Check; Minnesota County Government and Tribal Relations 

Carri Jones, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Chair 
Angela Nordman, Leech Lake Government Relations 
Neil Gaalswyk, Cass County Commissioner 

Panel members will discuss how they are making in-roads in improving relationships with Minnesota 
Indigenous nations.   
 
Carrie Jones and Angela Nordman will share how their life paths and decisions brought them to leadership 
roles within the Leech Lake Band.   How do they see the future of relationships between county government 
and Indigenous nations? 

 
 

 
10:55 a.m. “Immigrants Will Define the FUTURE” 

Hector Garcia, Executive Director of the MN Council of Latino Affairs,  http://www.mcla.state.mn.us/ 

 “Prosperity is the severest test that can come to a people.” – John Foster Dulles 
Mr. Garcia recently stated in an article that the need for a renewed mindset is particularly important in 
relation to the current wave of immigrants.  Why?  Latino, African and Asian immigrants are the only 
populations that have significant growth, as well as the youngest median ages. They will define the future 
for the state and the nation. 
 

11:45 a.m. Adjourn    
  During the Thursday dinner and/or prior to kicking off the Friday program, we will show a short segment from 

two new video resources available through AMC to counties.  These are great videos for commissioner trainings 
or department head meetings. 

http://www.mcla.state.mn.us/

